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EDUCATION

Luca Alessandri
A R C H E O L O G I S T

l.alessandri@gmail.com

Corso Trieste, 37
Marino (Rome), Italy

+39 3496601769

www.alessandriluca.com

Curiosity is my characteristic trait, 
along with enthusiasm. As an 
archaeologist, I like to work with 
people with different expertises 
to keep on learning about our 
wonderful world. We are our 
past. Archaeology and history are 
paths that lead society to a better 
understanding of itself. This is 
why the link between science and 
society is so important. My chief 
interest is the study of Bronze 
and Iron Age communities in 
Italy. Over the years, I have grown 
into an expert of the archaeology 
of ancient Latium, the cradle of 
modern Rome.  I’m fascinated by 
the socio-economic and political 
developments that led to the 
emergence of social inequality, 
a phenomenon that I approach 
critically. 

CONTACTS

100%
ITALIAN

85%
ENGLISH

85%
ENGLISH

40%
FRENCH

LANGUAGES

Coordination and organization

Bringing together different expertise

Problem solving

Communication

Knowledge of ancient artefacts

Knowledge of ancient Latium

PROFESSIONAL SKILLS

Associate Researcher
Rijksuniversiteit Groningen
At the moment I’m studying the Bronze Age and Iron 
Age salt-production and fish-processing in Italy. I am 
also investigating the Copper Age and Bronze Age 
burial site of La Sassa cave, using an integrated ap-
proach. The traditional anthropological and material 
culture evidence is flanked by stable and radiogenic 
isotopes analyses (N, C, Sr) and aDNA. 

Feb 2019-Oct 2021

Outside contractor
Soprintendenza Archeologia, Belle Arti e 
Paesaggio per le Province di Frosinone, 
Rieti e Latina
Assigned to the Latina province. 

July 2021- Dec 2022

GIS Analyst
Dipartimento di Storia Culture Civiltà,  
University of Bologna
Geographical analysis of the data collected during the 
archaeological surveys around the Bronze Age site of 
Roca Vecchia (Apulia)

June 2021- Aug 2021

Researcher - Principal Investigator
Rijksuniversiteit Groningen
Principal Investigator of the NWO four years granted 
project Salt and power. Early states, Rome and con-
trol of resources. 

Nov 2021-Oct 2025

Subject Expert
Faculty of Mathematical, Physical and 
Natural Sciences of the University of Rome 
La Sapienza

Feb 2020-Present
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Doctor of Philosophy
Rijksuniversiteit Groningen
Title: Latium Vetus in the Bronze Age and Early Iron Age. 
Promotors: prof. dr. P.A.J. Attema; prof. R. Peroni
Evaluation committee: prof dr. M. Kleibrink; prof. dr. F. 
Vermeulen; prof. A. Guidi
I presented an in-depth analysis of the socio-econo-
mic dynamics that took place in Latium Vetus from 
the Bronze Age until the Early Iron Age. An up-to-date 
explanation of the emergence of the social inequality 
and the warrior elite was proposed, as well as a new 
subsistence and settlement model for the protohistory 
of South Latium 

October 2009

EXCAVATIONS

SCUBA

2010 - Nitrox Diver

2000 - Instructor

1998 - Instructor

1998 - Divemaster

1997 - Skin Diver Instructor

1997 - Instructor

1996 - Scuba Rescue Diver

1994 - Master Scuba Diver

1992 - Advanced Scuba Diver

1991 - Archaeology Scuba Diver

1990 - Open Water Diver

I got my first license in 1990 and 
after a couple of years I started 
to teach scuba diving with the 
Ostia Diving Center (Rome) and 
then with the Argonauta Dive Club 
(Rome), as assistant instructor. 
I participated in an underwater 
archaeology course in collabora-
tion with the STAS (Underwater 
Archaeology Technical Service 
of the Cultural Heritage Ministry). 
I’m also trained in teaching scuba 
diving to people with mobility or 
visual impairments.   

Digging has always been a 
passion, since I was seventeen. I 
started with a local Archaeological 
Association, at Nemi( in the Alban 
Hills) and along the Via Appia, and 
then with the university, in all Italy. I 
also spent some years in commer-
cial archaeology, which gave me a 
great experience in organising and 
coordinating a lot of people. 

Researcher
Rijksuniversiteit Groningen
In the framework of the NWO-funded project ‘The 
Avellino Event: cultural and demographic effects of 
the great Bronze Age eruption of Mount Vesuvius’. I 
was responsible for the cultural studies and the iso-
topic mobility sub-project. I directed two excavations 
(La Sassa cave and Caprolace) aiming at new cultural 
and chronological evidence in the Bronze Age. I explo-
red the implications and potential of the tephrochro-
nology to synchronise the Italian Bronze Age with the 
Aegean and Central European chronological sequen-
ces. I proposed a new data for the Early Bronze Age 
Avellino eruption, using a Bayesian approach, and an 
updated chronological European scheme. 

June 2015- Feb 2019

National Scientific Qualification for 
Associate Professor
Agenzia Nazionale di Valutazione del siste-
ma Universitario e della Ricerca (ANVUR)
I got the National Scientific Qualification for 
Associate Professor in Archaeology.

Nov. 2020
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SELECTED PUBLICATIONS

2019
Paper

Alessandri L., The early and Middle Bronze Age 
(1/2) in South and central Tyrrhenian Italy and 
their connections with the Avellino eruption: 
An overview, Quaternary International , 499, p. 
161-185, DOI 10.1016/j.quaint.2018.08.002  

Also cited in the publication list

2016
Paper

Alessandri L., Exploring territories: Bubble Model 
and Minimum Number of Contemporary Sett-
lements: A case study from Etruria and Latium 
Vetus from the Early Bronze Age to the Early Iron 
Age, Origini XXXVII, p. 173–197 

2013
Book

Alessandri L., Latium Vetus in the Bronze Age and 
Early Iron Age. Il Latium Vetus nell’età del Bronzo
e nella prima età del Ferro, British Archaeological 
Reports, International Series, 2565, Oxford

Master Degree
Università di Roma “La Sapienza”
Title: L’occupazione costiera protostorica del Lazio 
centromeridionale [Protohistory in central-southern 
coast of Latium] 
Promotors: prof. R. Peroni, dr. A. Zarattini
I analysed the evolution of the coastal settlement 
and their relationships with the inner developing early 
states. I revisited all the already known sites checking 
and proposing up-to-date chronologies.

1988-1992

December 2001

Scientific High School ‘F. Enriques’
1979-1987 Basic education

1973 Birth

2021
Paper

Alessandri L., Cardello G. L., Attema P.A.J., 
Baiocchi V., De Angelis F., Del Pizzo S., Di 
Ciaccio F., Fiorillo A., Gatta M., Monti F., Onori 
M., Rolfo M. F., Romboni M., Sottili G., Troisi 
S., Reconstructing the Late Pleistocene 
– Anthropocene interaction between the 
neotectonic and archaeological landscape 
evolution in the Apennines (La Sassa cave, 
Italy), Quaternary Science Review, 265, 107067, 
DOI 10.1016/j.quascirev.2021.107067 

SPELEOLOGY

I started to explore caves in 1995, 
with the Grottaferrata Speleological 
Group, mainly in southern Latium. 
I’m a founding member and former 
president (2008-2012) of the Alban 
Hills Cave Group. I contribute to 
the publication of the Aurunci 
Mountains Cave Atlas. I served in 
the Latial Speleological Federation 
(FSL) being responsible for the 
Natural Cave Regional Cadastre 
(2014-2018) and I am the editor in 
chief of this association’s journal 
from 2014. In 2013 I coordinated 
the organization of the VI Regional 
Congress of the FSL and edited the 
proceedings.

Proceedings of the VI Congress of the  
FSL (author’s design) 

Microsoft Office Suite

Agisoft Metashape

Adobe Photoshop

Adobe Indesign

Adobe Illustrator

Corel Draw

Esri ArcGIS

SOFTWARE

Prezi

Wordpress

QGIS
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EXPERIENCE

Academic

Survey

Excavation

Drawings and
cataloging

Rome, Via dei Settemetri excavation, 
director
Soprintendenza Archeologica Roma
Roman republican road and imperial acqueduct

Oct. 2020
Nov. 2020

Rome, Via Po, archaeological assistance
Soprintendenza Archeologica Roma
Roman layers

Nov. 2020

Consulting

Sicily, VIArch (Archaeological Impact 
Assessment) for 300km of ENEL (Italian 
Energy Company) power lines  
Archeogeos

July 2020

Pontinia, Migliara 52, part of the team (6 
archaeologists)
Soprintendenza Archeologica Latina
Bronze Age settlement

Apr.-June 2021

Rome, Piscina Torta, director
Rijksuniversiteit Groningen
Intensive survey on Iron Age site  

July 2022

Rome, Piscina Torta, director
Rijksuniversiteit Groningen
Iron Age harbour

Oct. Nov. 2022

Rome, Tarquinia and Civitavecchia, 
assistance
Rijksuniversiteit Groningen
Magnetic gradiometry surveys

April 2022

Research Master Course
Rijksuniversiteit Groningen
Course title - Archaeology of the settled landscape 
(with S. Arnoldussen and P. M. Van Leusen) 

Sept. 2022
Jan. 2023

PUBLIC LECTURES

Speleologia e Archeologia a Sonnino 
Sonnino (Italy) - 23 January 2016

Sonnino archeologica. Primi risul-
tati dello scavo alla Grotta la Sassa
Sonnino (Italy) - 14 January 2017

30.000 anni di storia alla Grotta la 
Sassa. Seconda campagna di scavo
Sonnino (Italy) - 7 July 2018

Caprolace nell’età del Bronzo. La 
produzione del Sale nell’Antichità
Sabaudia (Italy) - 29 September  2018

I Colli Albani tra l’età del Bronzo 
e l’età del Ferro: la nascita delle 
aristocrazie
Marino (Italy) - 30 May 2015

last five

Poster of the public conferences in 
Sonnino and Caprolace (author’s design) 
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Puntone di Scarlino excavation, collaborator
Rijksuniversiteit Groningen
Iron Age salt-production site

October 2016

La Sassa cave excavation, director
Rijksuniversiteit Groningen
Copper Age burial site and Bronze Age layers

July 2016

La Sassa cave excavation, director
Rijksuniversiteit Groningen
Copper Age burial site and Bronze Age layers

July 2017

Lecture
Università di Roma Tor vergata
Title - Introduction to ArcGIS for Archaeologists

March 2017

Caprolace excavation, director
Rijksuniversiteit Groningen
Bronze Age salt-production site

October 2017

La Sassa cave excavation, director
Rijksuniversiteit Groningen
Copper Age burial site and Bronze Age layers

July 2018

Seminar
Università di Roma 3
Lesson title - Palaeogeography, catastrophism and 
continuity: the long term reconstruction of settlement 
and land use in Bronze Age and Iron Age Lazio, the 
case of the Agro Pontino (with P. A. J. Attema) 

October 2018

Invited talk
Università di Roma 3
Title - GPS and Italian Cartography

May 2019

Latina, Pontine Plain, co-director
Rijksuniversiteit Groningen
Geological survey for landscape reconstruction  

May 2015-
June 2015

Latina, Pontine Plain, co-director
Rijksuniversiteit Groningen
Geological survey for landscape reconstruction  

May 2016-
June 2016

Caprolace
Groningen Institute of Archaeology
78 Bronze Age potsherds

2018

La Sassa cave 
Groningen Institute of Archaeology
83 Bronze Age potsherds

2019

La Sassa cave excavation, director
Rijksuniversiteit Groningen
Copper Age burial site and Bronze Age layers

July 2019

Rome, Via dei Settemetri excavation, 
director
Soprintendenza Archeologica Roma
Roman republican road and imperial acqueduct

Nov. 2019
Feb. 2020

Rome, Via delle Botteghe Oscure 
excavation, director
Soprintendenza Archeologica Roma
III-IV century Porticus, tabernae

May 2020
July 2020

WEBSITES

I know the Hyper Text Markup 
Language (HTML) which I used to 
design some websites. Recently I 
also used Joomla! and Wordpress. 
Among the others, I created the 
website for my recently finished 
post-doc project (avellino.gia-me-
diterranean.nl) and my personal 
website (www.alessandriluca.com)

Homepage of the Avellino Project 
website  

Homepage of the author’s personal 
website 
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Rome, via Pian Savelli, coll.
Soprintendenza Archeologia Roma
Roman via glareata

January 2009-
April 2009 

Rome, via Ardeatina, coll.
Soprintendenza Archeologia Roma
Roman structures

July 2009 

Rome, via Latina, coll.
Soprintendenza Archeologia Roma
Roman quarry

August 2009

Rome, via Paolo Rosi, coll.
Soprintendenza Archeologia Roma
Roman well

November 2010 -

Dicember. 2010

Rome, via delle Cosmee, coll.
Soprintendenza Archeologia Roma
Archaic and Roman agricultural features

October 2010-

May 2011

Rome, Giordani catacomb, survey
Pontificia Comm. di Archeologia Sacra
III-V century catacomb, new branch survey

August 2011

Rome, via della Castelluccia, collab.
Soprintendenza Archeologica Roma
Roman villa

October 2011-
January 2012

Rome, via Grandidier, collab.
Soprintendenza Archeologica Roma
Test trenches

October 2012

La Porta cave, collab.
Università di Roma “Tor Vergata”
Bronze Age burial site

September 2014

Rome, via Ardeatina, collab.
Soprintendenza Archeologica Roma
Test trenches

February 2013

Rome, via Laurentina, collab.
Soprintendenza Archeologica Roma
Archaic and Roman agricultural features

Jul. 2013-
May 2014

Paper presented at EAA 2015
European Association of Archaeologists
Title - Funerary practices in the second millennium 
BCE in central Tyrrhenian Italy: traditional and new 
models and their connections with social develop-
ment (with F. di Gennaro)

September 2015

Session organizer
European Association of Archaeologists
Title - Diffusion and transformation of burial practices 
in the Italian Peninsula. Investigating the connections 
between funerary customs in Europe and the Mediter-
ranean during the Bronze Age and the Early Iron Age

September 2015

La Sassa cave mapping and survey, director
Rijksuniversiteit Groningen
Copper Age burial site and Bronze Age layers

July 2015
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Nettuno, Astura valley, coll.
Rijksuniversiteit Groningen
Intensive survey of the Astura valley

June 2003-
July 2003

Cosenza, Broglio di Trebisacce, coll.
Università di Roma “La Sapienza”
Bronze Age and Iron Age settlement

September 2003-
October 2003

Catanzaro, T. Fiumarella, coll.
Soprintendenza Archeologia Calabria
Survey of the Bronze Age sites (also V. Galliporo) 

July 2003

Lecture
University of Ghent
Title - Site definition and Geomorphology

June  2004

Cosenza, Broglio di Trebisacce, coll.
Università di Roma “La Sapienza”
Bronze Age and Iron Age settlement

September 2004-
October 2004

Rome, Parco Talenti, coll.
Archaeological Cooperativa Matrix
Roman well

June 2004

Tusculum
Monte Porzio Museum
32 Iron Age potsherds

2005

Cosenza, Broglio di Trebisacce, coll.
Università di Roma “La Sapienza”
Bronze Age and Iron Age settlement

September 2005-
October 2005

Cosenza, Broglio di Trebisacce, coll.
Università di Roma “La Sapienza”
Bronze Age and Iron Age settlement

September 2006-
October 2006

Nettuno municipality and surroundings
Nettuno Antiquarium
174 Bronze Age and Iron Age potsherds

April 2006-
June 2006

Cosenza, Broglio di Trebisacce
Università di Roma “La Sapienza”
Catalogue of around 200 protogeometric potsherds

2007

Papers in Italian Archaeology VI
Groningen Institute of Archaeology
Co-editor of the proceedings

2007

Rome, via G. Martino, coll.
Archaeological Cooperativa Matrix
Roman water reservoir and acqueduct

May 2007-
November 2007 

Rome, via Baseggio, coll.
Archaeological Cooperativa Matrix
Archaic water reservoir

March 2008-
July 2008 

Scanno, coll.
Archaeological Cooperativa Matrix
Survey of the municipal area  

June 2008

Raganello Archaeological Project (RAP)
Groningen Institute of Archaeology
249 Bronze Age and Iron Age potsherds

April 2008-
May 2008
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Foggia, hippodrome, student
Soprintendenza Archeologica Puglia
Neolithic settlement

March 1998

Southern Latium, coastal fringe, student
Università di Roma “La Sapienza”
Survey of all the edited Bronze Age and Iron Age sites 

January 1999-
February 1999

Viterbo, Blera, student
Soprintendenza Archeologica Etruria Meridionale
Bronze Age deposit in a cave

June 1998

Cosenza, Broglio di Trebisacce, student
Università di Roma “La Sapienza”
Bronze Age and Iron Age settlement

September 1999-
October 1999

Cosenza, Broglio di Trebisacce, coll.
Università di Roma “La Sapienza”
Bronze Age and Iron Age settlement

September 2000-
October 2000

Southern Latium, coastal fringe, student
Università di Roma “La Sapienza”
Survey of all the edited Bronze Age and Iron Age sites 

March 2000

Southern Latium, coastal fringe, student
Università di Roma “La Sapienza”
Survey of all the edited Bronze Age and Iron Age sites 

January 2001-
February 2001

Souther Latium, coastal fringe, student
Università di Roma “La Sapienza”
69 Bronze Age and Iron Age potsherds

2001

Rome, via di Settebagni, student
Archaeological Cooperativa Matrix
Roman villa, Archaic structures

February 2001-
May 2001

Modena, Terramara di Montale, student
Museo Civico Archeologico Modena
Bronze Age fortified settlement

July 2001
October 2000

July 2000

Cosenza, Broglio di Trebisacce, coll.
Università di Roma “La Sapienza”
Bronze Age and Iron Age settlement

September 2001-
October 2001

Rome, via Salaria, coll.
Archaeological Cooperativa Matrix
Test trenches

January 2002

Rome, via di Settebagni, coll.
Archaeological Cooperativa Matrix
Roman villa, Archaic structures

March  2002

Lecture
University of Ghent
Title - Landscape and human settlement in coastal 
southern Latium during the Bronze age and Iron age

June  2002

Rome, via L. Romana, coll.
Soprintendenza Archeologia Roma
Bronze Age walls and ditch, Bronze Age tombs

May 2002-
July 2002

Cosenza, Broglio di Trebisacce, coll.
Università di Roma “La Sapienza”
Bronze Age and Iron Age settlement

September 2002-
October 2002
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Nemi, lake, student.
Gruppo Archeologico Romano
Roman Sanctuary of Diana

May 1990-
June 1990

Rome, Frattocchie - via Appia, student.
Gruppo Archeologico Romano
Roman statio

May 1992-
June 1992

Nemi, lake, student.
Gruppo Archeologico Romano
Roman Sanctuary of Diana

May 1991-
June 1991

Rome, Frattocchie - via Appia, student.
Gruppo Archeologico Romano
Roman statio

May 1993-
June 1993

Rome, Palatine hill , student
Università di Roma “La Sapienza”
Roman walls and horrea

October 1995

Cosenza, Broglio di Trebisacce, student.
Università di Roma “La Sapienza”
Bronze Age and Iron Age settlement

September 1995

Rome, Palatine hill , student
Università di Roma “La Sapienza”
Roman walls and horrea

November 1994

Milazzo, via dei Cipressi, student
Soprintendenza Archeologica Messina
Bronze Age settlement

November 1995

Rome, Crustumerium, student
Soprintendenza Archeologica Lazio
Iron Age necropolis

February1996-
March 1996

Rome, Centocelle SDO, student
Università di Roma “La Sapienza”
Roman villa

May 1996-
June 1996

Cosenza, Broglio di Trebisacce, student.
Università di Roma “La Sapienza”
Bronze Age and Iron Age settlement

September 1996

Veio, Campetti, student
Università di Roma “La Sapienza”
Iron Age settlement

May 1997

Rome, Crustumerium, student
Soprintendenza Archeologica Lazio
Iron Age necropolis

July 1997

Rieti, Terme di Cotilia, student
Soprintendenza Archeologica Lazio
Roman thermae

August 1997

Cosenza, Broglio di Trebisacce, student.
Università di Roma “La Sapienza”
Bronze Age and Iron Age settlement

September 1997

S. Ferdinando di Puglia, student
Soprintendenza Archeologica Puglia
Bronze Age hypogeum

February 1998-
March 1998
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PUBLICATIONS Journal

Book

Poster

Alessandri L., Baiocchi V., Feiken H., Monti F., Van 
Leusen M., Ancient landscape reconstruction 
using archive data from the Pontine Plain 
(Italy): the Caprolace lagoon case study, 
Journal of Physics: Conference Series 2204, 
2022, DOI 10.1088/1742-6596/2204/1/012015

2022

Blanco D., Alessandri L., Alimonti C., Baiocchi V., 
Sebastiani Del Grande P., Serio G., Technical ob-
servations about a possible new portion of the 
Aqua Iulia Roman aqueduct in the municipality 
of Ciampino (Italy), Journal of Physics: Con-
ference Series 2204, 2022, DOI 10.1088/1742-
6596/2204/1/012097

2022

Alessandri L., Baiocchi V., Melandri G., Monti F., 
Canu A., Ruzzi L., Servodio G., Efficient three-di-
mensional survey techniques and their com-
parison in open software in the archaeological 
test site of “Ninfeo Maggiore” and “Ninfeo Mi-
nore” of Formia (Latina, Italy), Int. Arch. Photo-
gramm. Remote Sens. Spatial Inf. Sci., XLVIII-4/
W1-2022, 13–20, 2022 DOI 10.5194/isprs-archi-
ves-XLVIII-4-W1-2022-13-2022

2022

Gatta M.,Fiorillo A., Salari L., Achino K. F., Rolfo 
M. F., Alessandri L., The faunal assemblage 
from La Sassa cave (Latium, Italy): Environ-
mental perspective of a Late Pleistocene cave 
hyena – Brown bear den, Journal of Archaeo-
logical Science: Reports, 46, 103691, 2022 DOI 
10.1016/j.jasrep.2022.103691

2022

La Sassa cave: A) Cranium of Dama dama 
in frontal (up) and ventral (down) view; B) 
Femur of Ursus arctos in posterior (left) 
and anterior (right) view; C) Mandible 
Panthera spelaea in labial view

Briquetage sites, ancient salterns and Early 
States along the central Italia Tyrrhenian 
coast

Alessandri L., Attema P. J., From briquetage to 
salterns in protohistoric Central Italy. Resear-
ch of a fundamental subsistence commodity, 
IpoTESI di Preistoria 14, 2022, 161-168, DOI 
10.6092/issn.1974-7985/14338

2022

2022 Alessandri L., Cardello G. L., Attema P.A.J., Ba-
iocchi V., De Angelis F., Del Pizzo S., Di Ciaccio 
F., Fiorillo A., Gatta M., Monti F., Onori M., Rolfo 
M. F. , Romboni M., Sottili G., Troisi S., The Late 
Pleistocene and Anthropocene neotectonic evi-
dence from La Sassa cave (Volsci Range, Italy), 
Geosciences for a sustainable future, Turin, 19-
21 September
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Alessandri L., Belardelli C., Attema P. J., Cortese 
F., Rolfo M. F., Sevink J., Van Gorp W., Bronze 
and Iron Age salt production on the Italian 
Tyrrhenian coast. An overview, in M. Gnade and 
M. Revello Lami (eds), Tracing Technology. Forty 
years of archaeological research at Satricum, Ba-
besch Supplements 42, 2021, Peeters, Leuven.

2021

Romboni M., Arienzo I., Antonio Di Vito M., Lu-
britto C., Piochi M., Di Cicco M. R., Rickards O., 
Rolfo M. F., Sevink J., De Angelis F., Alessandri 
L., Isotopic evidence for population dynamics 
in the Central Italian Copper Age and Bronze 
Age, bioRxiv 2021.09.30.462554, 2021, DOI 
10.1101/2021.09.30.462554

2021

Blanco D., Alessandri L., Baiocchi V., De Laurenzi 
A., Monti F., Nicolosi I., Urbini S., Vatore F., A new 
branch of the Anio Novus aqueduct (Rome, 
Italy) revealed by archaeology and geophy-
sics, ISPRS Ann. Photogramm. Remote Sens. 
Spatial Inf. Sci., VIII-M-1-2021, 49–56, 2021, DOI 
10.5194/isprs-annals-VIII-M-1-2021-49-2021 

2021

Sevink J., Muyzer G., Arienzo I., Mormone A., Pio-
chi M., Alessandri L., van Hall R. L., Palstra S. W. 
L. Dee Michael W., The protohistoric briquetage 
at Puntone (Tuscany, Italy): A multidisciplinary 
attempt to unravel its age and role in the salt 
supply of Early States in Tyrrhenian Central 
Italy, Journal of Archaeological Science: Reports, 
38, 2021, DOI 10.1016/j.jasrep.2021.103055

2021

Alessandri L., Cardello G. L., Attema P.A.J., 
Baiocchi V., De Angelis F., Del Pizzo S., Di Ciac-
cio F., Fiorillo A., Gatta M., Monti F., Onori M., 
Rolfo M. F. , Romboni M., Sottili G., Troisi S., 
Reconstructing the Late Pleistocene – Anthro-
pocene interaction between the neotectonic 
and archaeological landscape evolution in the 
Apennines (La Sassa cave, Italy), Quaternary 
Science Review, 265, 2021, DOI 10.1016/j.qua-
scirev.2021.107067

2021

Saupe T., Montinaro F., Scaggion C., Carrara N., 
Kivisild T., D’Atanasio E., Hui R., Solnik A., Le-
brasseur O., Larson G., Alessandri L., Arienzo I., 
De Angelis F., Rolfo M.F., Skeates R., Silvestri L., 
Beckett J., Talamo S., Dolfini A., Miari M., Met-
spalu M., Benazzi S., Capelli C., Pagani L., Scheib 
C.L., Ancient genomes reveal structural shifts 
after the arrival of Steppe-related ancestry in 
the Italian Peninsula, Current Biology, 2021, DOI 
10.1016/j.cub.2021.04.022

2021

Geographical location of samples and 
relative or absolute dating

Evolution of La Sassa cave

Anio Novus GPR anomaly

2021 Alessandri L., Attema P.A.J., Sevink, J., 
Researching the archaeological and ecological 
heritage of the Central Italian Tyrrhenian coast, 
International Conference of the ISSLR on Inland 
Salt Lakes and Salinas, Murcia, 20 October
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2019 Attema A., Alessandri L., Bakels C., Doorenbo-
sch M., Field M., Van Gorp W., De Haas T., Van 
Leusen M., Tol G., Sevink J., Vecchie e nuove 
ricerche multidisciplinari nel territorio di Sezze 
e nelle zone adiacenti [Old and new multidisci-
plinary research in the territory of Sezze and 
its surroundings], IpoTESI di Preistoria, 11, 1, p. 
103-118 DOI 10.6092/issn.1974-7985/9902

2020 Alessandri L. , Baiocchi V., Del Pizzo S., Di Ciaccio 
F., Onori M., Rolfo M.F., Troisi S., A flexible and 
swift approach for the 3D image-based survey 
in cave, Applied Geomatics, 2020,  
DOI 10.1007/s12518-020-00309-4 

2019 Alessandri L., Baiocchi V., Del Pizzo S., Di Ciaccio 
F., Onori M., Rolfo M. F., Troisi S., Three-dimen-
sional survey of Guattari cave with traditional 
and mobile phone cameras, 2nd International 
Conference of Geomatics and Restoration, Milan, 
8-10 May

English translation in square 
brackets, where appropriate

Map of Tyrrhenian sites with evidence of  
probable salt-production

The calibrated radiocarbon dates avai-
lable so far in Central Italy and the new 
date of the Avellino eruption proposed 
in the paper

2019 Alessandri L., Achino K., Attema A., De Novaes 
Nascimento, Gatta M., Rolfo M. F., Sevink J., 
Sottili G., Van Gorp W., Salt or Fish (or salted 
fish)? The Bronze Age specialised sites along 
the Tyrrhenian coast of central Italy: new insi-
ghts from Caprolace settlement, PLOS ONE 14 
(11), DOI 10.1371/journal.pone.022443

Alessandri L., Baiocchi V., Del Pizzo S., Di Ciaccio 
F., Onori M., Rolfo M. F., Troisi S., The fusion of 
external and internal 3d photogrammetric mo-
dels as a tool to investigate the ancient human/
cave interaction: the La Sassa case study, The 
International Archives of the Photogrammetry, 
Remote Sensing and Spatial Information Scien-
ces, XLII-B2-2, 1443-1450, 2020, DOI 10.5194/
isprs-archives-XLIII-B2-2020-1443-2020 

2020

2019 Alessandri L., The early and Middle Bronze Age 
(1/2) in South and central Tyrrhenian Italy and 
their connections with the Avellino eruption: 
An overview, Quaternary International , 499B, p. 
161-185, DOI 10.1016/j.quaint.2018.08.002  

Presumed phases in the salt production 
processes at Puntone

Sevink J., De Neef W., Alessandri L., van Hall R. 
L., Ullrich B., Attema A., Protohistoric briquetage 
at Puntone (Tuscany, Italy): principles and pro-
cesses of an industry, based on the leaching of 
saline lagoonal sediments, Geoarchaeology, p. 
1-18, 2020, DOI 10.1002/gea.21820

2020

Belardelli C., Alessandri L., Aranguren B. M., 
Attema P. J., Cinquegrana M. R., Montagnari 
Kokelj M., Negroni Catacchio N., Pacciarelli 
M.,  Il Sale. Record archeologico, produzione 
e manipolazione, in I. Damiani, A. Cazzella, V. 
Copat (eds), Preistoria del cibo. L’alimentazione 
nella preistoria e nella protostoria, Studi di Prei-
storia e Protostoria 6, 2021, Firenze

2021



13

2018 Romboni M., De Angelis F., Cortese F., Romano E., 
Rolfo M. F., Rickards O., Alessandri L., Diet, lifestyle 
and disease in a Copper Age community from La 
Sassa cave (Italy), 21st congress of The European 
Anthropological Association, Odense (Denmark), 
22-25 August 

2018 Romboni M., De Angelis F., Cortese F., Romano 
E., Pandolfi, R., Rolfo M. F., Rickards O., Alessandri 
L., Life, death and pathogens: a morphological 
and molecular study about “La Sassa” cave (LT) 
Copper/Bronze Age community, X congress of 
Associazione Italiana di Archeometria, Torino, 14-
16 February 

2017 De Neef, W., Alessandri L., Burkart U., Rolfo M. F., 
Grot, bot, pot, weerstandsplot. Archeologisch en 
geofysisch en onderzoek in de grot La Sassa (La-
zio, Italië) [Cave, bone, pot, resistance plot. Archae-
ological and geophysical research in the La Sassa 
cave (Lazio, Italy)], Paleoaktueel 28, p. 27-32 

2018 Alessandri L., Attema P. A. J., Doorenbosch M., 
Field M. H., Sevink J., Van Gorp W., Van Leusen 
M. P., The Avellino event. Environmental recon-
struction of the Pontine Plain and Fondi basin 
around the time of the Early Bronze Age erup-
tion of Vesuvius, XXIV Congress of European 
Association of Archaeologists, Barcelona (Spain)

2018 Alessandri L., Achino K. F., Gatta M., Rolfo M. F., 
Silvestri L., Grotta la Sassa (Sonnino) [La Sassa 
cave (Sonnino)], congress: Siti chiave tra antico 
e inizi medio Bronzo nel Lazio e in Campania. 
Nuovi dati e nuove date, Naples, 28 June

2018 Baiocchi V., Alessandri L., Giannone F., Pre-Boni-
fica maps of the Agro Pontino: an assessment, 
proceedings of the IEEE International Conferen-
ce on Metrology for Archaeology and Cultural 
Heritage, Cassino, 22-24 October 

2018 Alessandri L., Inquadramento geoambientale 
e testimonianze umane delle fasi pre- e pro-
tostoriche [Geologic framework and pre- pro-
tohistoric evidence], M. Torelli, E. Marroni (eds), 
Castrum Inui. Il santuario di Inuus alla foce del 
Fosso dell’Incastro, Monumenti Antichi Lincei, 
76, p. 39-62 

The 1930s pre-reclamation map grid of 
the Pontine Plain. We tried to convert 
the maps to the current projections 

The map of the La Sassa cave with the 
soundings 

The poster presented at the AIAR 
congress 

2019 Alessandri L., Baiocchi V., Del Pizzo S., Rolfo 
M. F., Troisi S., Photogrammetric survey with 
fisheye lens for the characterization of the La 
Sassa Cave, 8th International Workshop 3D-AR-
CH, 3D Virtual Reconstruction and Visualization 
of Complex Architectures, Bergamo (Italy) 6-8 
February 



14

2014 Alessandri L., Del Fattore F. R., Schiappelli A., Scan-
no (AQ): ricerche di superficie nel territorio. Primi 
risultati [Archaeological survey in the Scanno 
municipality: first report], Quaderni di Archeologia 
d’Abruzzo, Notiziario Soprintendenza per i Beni 
Archeologici dell’Abruzzo, p. 384-391

2015 Doorenbosch M., Field M. H., Alessandri L., Attema 
P. A. J., Bakels C. C., Van Gorp W., Van Leusen M. 
P., Sevink J., The Avellino event: distal palaeoeco-
logical impacts of the great Bronze Age eruption 
of Mount Vesuvius, Mediterranean Palynology 
Symposium, Rome, 8-10 September  

2016 Alessandri L., Attema P. A. J., Doorenbosch M., Field 
M. H., Sevink J., Van Gorp W., Van Leusen M. P., The 
Avellino event: did a major volcanic eruption lead 
to mass migration in the Pontine Plain and Fondi 
basin during the Bronze Age?, XXII Congress of 
European Association of Archaeologists, Vilnius 
(Lithuania)  

2015 Attema P., Van Leusen M., Field M., Alessandri 
L., Doorenbosch M., Van Gorp W., The Avellino 
Event: cultural and demographic effects of the 
great bronze age eruption of mount Vesuvius, 
Tijdschrift voor Mediterrane Archeologie, 54, 56 

2016 Alessandri L., Attema P. A. J., Doorenbosch M., Field 
M. H., Sevink J., Van Gorp W., Van Leusen M. P., The 
Avellino event: did a major volcanic eruption lead 
to mass migration in the Pontine Plain and Fondi 
basin during the Bronze Age?, 4th Landscape 
Archaeology Conference, Uppsala (Sweden), 23-25 
August 

2015 Alessandri L., Gagliardi A., Tozzi R., La grotta di 
S. Pietro a Campea (Roccasecca, FR) [S. Pietro 
a Campea cave (Roccasecca, FR)], Speleologia 
del Lazio 8, p. 60-67

2016 Alessandri L., Hierarchical and federative polities 
in protohistoric Latium Vetus. An analysis of 
Bronze Age and Early Iron Age settlement organi-
zation, proceedings of a specialist conference, Ear-
ly states, territories and settlements in protohistoric 
Central Italy, Corollaria Crustumina 2, p. 67–82

2016 Alessandri L., Exploring territories: Bubble Model 
and Minimum Number of Contemporary Sett-
lements: A case study from Etruria and Latium 
Vetus from the Early Bronze Age to the Early Iron 
Age, Origini XXXVII, p. 173–197 

Hierarchical, federative and mono-
centric polities with their territories as 
reconstructed for the Early Iron Age in 
Latium Vetus 

The Bubble Model. A proposed alterna-
tive to the Thiessen Polygons and the 
X-Tent model to analyse the evolution of 
ancient territories

Tridimensional model of the S. Pietro a 
Campea cave (Tamburri S.r.l)

2017 Alessandri L., Rolfo M. F., Caprolace and La Sassa 
excavations. New insight into the Bronze Age of 
South Latium, Annual Central Mediterranean prehi-
story seminar, Durham (England), May 



15

2009 Alessandri L., Insediamenti dell’età del Bronzo 
(XVII-XI sec. a.C.) [Bronze Age settlements (XVII-
XI c. BCE)], Attema P., de Haas T., Tol G. (eds), 
Nettuno. Il territorio dalla preistoria al medioevo, p. 
43-48 

2009 Alessandri L., Il Lazio centromeridionale nelle età 
del Bronzo e del Ferro [Central-southern Latium in 
the Bronze and Iron Age], PhD thesis, Groningen

2011 Alessandri L., Bronze Age, Attema P., de Haas T., Tol 
G. (eds), Between Satricum and Antium: settlement 
dynamics in a coastal landscape in Latium Vetus, p. 
43-46 and 126-140 

2012 Attema P. A. J., Alessandri L., Salt production on 
the Tyrrhenian coast in South Lazio (Italy) during 
the Late Bronze Age: its significance for under-
standing contemporary society eramica d’impa-
sto, proceedings of the conference Salz und Gold 
Die Rolle des Salzes im prähistorischen Europa, 
Provadia, Bulgaria, 2010, pag. 287-300 

2010 Alessandri L., Grotta della Falange Armata [Fa-
lange Armata cave], Monti Aurunci Occidentali. 
Ricerche Speleologiche 2007-2009, p. 47-51

2010 Alessandri L., Note speleogenetiche [Speleogene-
sis remarks], Monti Aurunci Occidentali. Ricerche 
Speleologiche 2007-2009, p. 61-65

2007 Attema P., van Leusen M., Alessandri L., Anasta-
sia C., Land systems, insediamenti e strategie 
di sussistenza nella protostoria della regione 
pontina [Land systems, settlements and sub-
sistence economy in the Pontine Plain during 
protohistory], proceedings of XL Riunione Scienti-
fica dell’Istituto Italiano di Preistoria e Protostoria, 
Strategie di insediamento fra Lazio e Campania in 
età preistorica e protostorica, Firenze, p. 657-670

2013 Alessandri L., Ceramica d’impasto [Impasto cera-
mic], Museo della Città di Monte Porzio Catone. Ca-
talogo scientifico I, Sezione archeologica e Storico 
artistica, Tusculana, Quaderni del Museo di Monte 
Porzio Catone 6, Roma 

2013 Alessandri L., Latium Vetus in the Bronze Age and 
Early Iron Age. Il Latium Vetus nell’età del Bronzo
e nella prima età del Ferro, British Archaeological 
Reports, International Series, 2565, Oxford

The evolution of the settlement of 
Roma, in the time span between the 
Early Bronze Age and the Early Iron Age

The published PhD thesis. Also freely 
available online at 
http://hdl.handle.net/11370/42fdefc7-
d2ab-40f7-b931-b931e4f1e20e

2014 Vanzetti A., Alessandri L., Bettelli M., Campanella 
R., Castagna M. A., Di Renzoni A., Ferranti F., Gen-
nusa R., Pizzitutti G., Schiappelli A., Pulitano G.,The 
Broglio experiment in reproducing ‘mixed Italian 
products’, Jones R., Levi S. T., Bettelli M., Vagnetti 
L., Italo-Mycenaean pottery: the archaeological and 
archaeometric dimensions, Roma, p. 393-402



16

2005 Egidi R., di Gennaro F., Barbaro B., Alessandri L., Di 
Renzoni A., Favorito S., Iaia C., Sabatini S., Schiap-
pelli A., L’area di Lucrezia Romana-Osteria del 
Curato (Roma). Ricerche su un comprensorio 
peri-insediativo della tarda età del Bronzo [Lu-
crezia Romana-Osteria del Curato area: research 
on a Late Bronze Age periferal district], Attema 
P., Nijboer A., Zifferero A., con Satijn O., Alessandri 
L., Bierma M., Bolhuis E. (eds), Papers in Italian 
Archaeology VI, Communities and Settlements 
from the Neolithic to the Early Medieval Period, 
BAR International Series 1452, p. 666-672 

2005 Alessandri L., L’occupazione costiera nell’età 
del Bronzo media, recente e finale nel Lazio 
centromeridionale [The coast of Latium vetus in 
the Middle and the Late Bronze Age], Attema P., 
Nijboer A., Zifferero A., con Satijn O., Alessandri 
L., Bierma M., Bolhuis E. (eds), Papers in Italian 
Archaeology VI, Communities and Settlements 
from the Neolithic to the Early Medieval Period, 
BAR International Series 1452, p. 637-645 

2007 Alessandri L., Saracca, Belardelli C., Angle M., 
di Gennaro F., Trucco F. (eds), Repertorio dei siti 
protostorici del Lazio. Province di Roma, Viterbo e 
Frosinone, p. 224-225

2006 Alessandri L., Protohistorische vindplaatsen in 
en rond Tusculum (gemeente Monte Porzio 
Catone, Albaanse heuvels, Italie) [Protohistoric 
sites in and around Tusculum (municipality of 
Monte Porzio Catone, Alban hills, Italy)], Paleo-A-
ktueel 17, p. 99-102 

2007 Alessandri L., Tol G., Cretarossa/San Rocco, 
Belardelli C., Angle M., di Gennaro F., Trucco F. (eds), 
Repertorio dei siti protostorici del Lazio. Province di 
Roma, Viterbo e Frosinone, p. 215-218

2007 Alessandri L., Fosso Foglino, Belardelli C., Angle 
M., di Gennaro F., Trucco F. (eds), Repertorio dei siti 
protostorici del Lazio. Province di Roma, Viterbo e 
Frosinone, p. 218-219

2007 Alessandri L., L’occupazione costiera protostorica 
nel Lazio centromeridionale [Protohistory in the 
Latium vetus coast], British Archaeological Reports, 
International Series, 1592, Oxford

2007 Alessandri L., Il territorio di Nettuno nell’età del 
Bronzo [The territory of Nettuno in the Bron-
ze Age], proceedings of the congress Le Carte 
Archeologiche di Anzio e Nettuno, Anzio, p. 51-58 

The Final Bronze Age potsherds from 
Fosso Moscarello (Latium vetus)

The Bronze Age ditch and wall at Osteria 
del Curato (Latium vetus)

2007 Alessandri L., Barbina P., Materiali protostorici dal 
promontorio del Circeo [Protohistoric ceramic 
from mount Circeo], proceedings of XL Riunio-
ne Scientifica dell’Istituto Italiano di Preistoria e 
Protostoria, Strategie di insediamento fra Lazio e 
Campania in età preistorica e protostorica, Firenze, 
p. 873-876 



17

1999 Tunzi Sisto A.M., Moffa C., Alessandri L., Corazza 
V., Di Renzoni A., L’ipogeo 5 di Terra di Corte, 
San Ferdinando di Puglia (Foggia). Rapporto 
preliminare [Hypogeum 5 at Terra di Corte, 
San Ferdinando di Puglia (Foggia). Preliminary 
report], proceedings of XIX Convegno Nazionale 
sulla Preistoria - Protostoria - Storia della Daunia, 
II, p. 237-253 

2003 Levi S. T., Tigano, G., Vanzetti A., Alessandri L., 
Barbaro B., Cassetta I., Castagna M.A., Gatti D., 
Sabatini S., Schiappelli A., Distribuzione della 
ceramica e uso degli spazi della Capanna 1 
di viale dei Cipressi (facies di Capo Graziano) 
[Ceramic distribution and use of the spaces in 
the hut 1 at Viale dei Cipressi (Capo Graziano 
culture], proceedings of XXXV Riunione Scientifi-
ca dell’Istituto Italiano di Preistoria e Protostoria, 
Le comunità della preistoria italiana. Studi e 
ricerche sul Neolitico e le Età dei metalli, Lipari, 
2-7.6.2000, p. 895-898

2004 Alessandri L., Cassetta I., Gatti D., Il Bronzo finale 
nella Calabria settentrionale [Final Bronze Age in 
northern Calabria], proceedings of XXXVII Riunio-
ne Scientifica dell’Istituto Italiano di Preistoria e 
Protostoria, Preistoria e protostoria della Calabria, 
Scalea, Papasidero, Praia a Mare, Tortora, 29.9-
4.10.2002, Firenze

2004 Alessandri L., Campanella R., Righini D., Nuovi 
dati dal territorio tra Torrente Fiumarella e Val-
lone Galliporo (Catanzaro) [New data from the 
territory between Fiumarella river and Galliporo 
Valley (Catanzaro)], proceedings of XXXVII Riu-
nione Scientifica dell’Istituto Italiano di Preistoria 
e Protostoria, Preistoria e protostoria della Cala-
bria, Scalea, Papasidero, Praia a Mare, Tortora, 
29.9-4.10.2002, Firenze, p. 819-823

REFERENCES

prof. dr. Peter A. J. Attema
Professor of Mediterranean Archaeology 
Groningen Institute of Archaeology
University of Groningen
p.a.j.attema@rug.nl
+31 503636913

prof. dr. Jan Sevink
Emeritus professor 
Institute for Biodiversity and 
Ecosystem Dynamics 
University of Amsterdam
j.sevink@uva.nl
+31 623614096

prof. Alessandro Guidi
Professor of Prehistory and Protohistory
Humanities department 
University of Rome 3
alessandro.guidi@uniroma3.it
+39 0657332013

Rome, 10.12.2022

2005 Alessandri L., Campanella R., Righini D., L’età 
preistorica e protostorica [Prehistory and pro-
tohistory], Spadea R. (ed), Scolacium: una città 
romana in Calabria: il Museo e il parco archeolo-
gico, Milano


